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Wake Forest Charter Academy
2019-2020
Kindergarten Handbook

Everything You Need
To Know About

Kindergarten at WFCA
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Expectations
Expectations are standards that students should live up to everyday.  Some examples of the expectations are listed below:
· arrive at school on time (8am)
· follow all class and school rules and procedures
· complete all class assignments to the best of their ability
· complete all homework assignments and return on-time
· be respectful to everyone
· listen attentively and follow directions 
· use class time wisely 
· during lessons remain seated/raise hand to be called upon
· use appropriate language, no negative comments or put downs
· keep your hands and feet to yourself
· try your best at whatever you do
Dress Code                      [image: image5.wmf]

Wake Forest Charter Academy has a school wide uniform.  It consists of navy blue bottoms and white, grey or green polos for boys.  The girls’ uniforms include items listed for boys plus navy blue jumpers with white polos or skirts with navy blue or black shorts/bloomers.  Students should wear neutral colored shoes (examples: navy, black, brown, gray etc.) with neutral colored or our school colors royal blue and green for logos only. All students must adhere to this in order to earn “Jeans Day” privilege each month.  Students may also bring a solid navy blue sweater (no jackets) that may be used in case the classroom gets a little cold. Please send your child in shoes that are appropriate for P.E. and daily recess. Don’t forget to send an extra uniform for your child in case of any accidents.  This should be labeled with their name in a gallon sized Ziploc bag.  Don’t forget to include socks and underwear. See schoolwide dress code policy in Parent Handbook for more information. 
Daily Behavior
Purple (I am exceeding expectations)

Green (I am meeting expectations)

Yellow (I need to check my behavior)

Blue (My behavior caused me to receive a consequence)

Red (My behavior demonstrates a need for intervention with my parents)

If your child is on purple they have gone above and beyond the agreed upon classroom expectations.  If your child is on green they followed classroom directions and procedures for the day. Yellow means that your child has been redirected to correct a specific behavior but did not correct it. Yellow is a warning sign to children that if they continue to misbehave, they will receive a consequence. If your child continues to misbehave after they are on yellow, they will change their color to blue. This will result in a parent contact as well as a classroom consequence.  Your teacher will write a quick note on your child’s calendar concerning their actions (talking during teaching, being mean to others, throwing a tantrum, etc.). If your child continues to misbehave, they will change their color to red. Depending on the action (hurting a child, defacing property, etc.), the K-2 dean may call a conference to discuss your child’s behavior. For repeated blue and red behaviors, a Corrective Action Plan will be put in place. 
Moral Focus

Our Moral Focus Curriculum is a vital component of Wake Forest Charter Academy. We organize the school so that character-building is continually reinforced.  Each month we recognize a virtue and implement its character traits in a variety of teaching methods.
Transportation 
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Please remember to NOTIFY THE OFFICE IN WRITING OR EMAIL YOUR TEACHER if there are changes in the way your child will be going home from school.  Without written instruction from you, we will send your child home in the usual manner (we cannot accept verbal changes from your child or a sibling). If a last-minute transportation change arises, please call the front office BEFORE1:00 and they will notify us.  *See WFCA Parent Handbook for complete details. 
Attendance 
Regular attendance is a very important ingredient to success in school. In terms of day-to-day record keeping, it helps us tremendously when parents initiate communication about their child’s daily attendance.  We request that you call the school office by at least 8:30 a.m. on the days when your child will be absent from school or send a note the next day.


Student arrival must take place from 7:40-8:00am.  Classes will begin at 8:00 a.m.  Students will be marked tardy if your child isn’t in the back door by 8:00am. They will be dismissed at 3:05 p.m. and should be picked up promptly from their designated pick up area outside the building at that time.  If your child is not picked up by 3:25 p.m. we will begin calling individuals from the Emergency Contact List to pick up your child.  We understand that emergencies do happen.  If for some reason you will not be able to pick up your child on time, please notify the front office and then your teacher immediately. Our policy for late pick-up has been changed. This year, there’s a $10 late fee and you’ll be charged $1.00/minute for every minute you are late. Children will be in the [image: image1.png]


front office when you’re picking up late. 
Homework











               


The staff at Wake Forest Charter Academy believes that reasonable homework assignments are very important components of the teaching process. Homework assignments provide you and your child the opportunity to review and practice skills covered in class.  Homework menus are sent home on Friday and are due on the following Friday for a Moral Focus grade.  In addition to homework assignments, it is expected that students will be read to(fall)/read on their own(winter & spring) nightly.  A reading log will be provided with their homework packet beginning in October.  
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Daily Folders






    

We believe that good communication between school and home is critical to an effective and exemplary school.  Each child will be expected to bring their folder every day to school.  In your child’s folder there will be a calendar.  This calendar should be checked daily.  This is where we will write notes about students’ behavior as needed.  If you find a note on the calendar, please initial to verify that you have received the information.  We will also use these folders to send home newsletters, flyers, completed work, and all other important information.
Field Trips
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Throughout the year, we will schedule trips into the community to enhance our curriculum.  Permission slips and cost information will be sent home prior to each trip. You will have the opportunity to volunteer or be a chaperone for a field trip. Chaperones will be responsible for 3-5 children while we are away from school and can NOT bring any siblings.  Local trips will require parent volunteer drivers. 
Lunch
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Students may purchase a lunch from the school, purchase milk, or bring a lunch from home.  If you choose to send a lunch from home, you must send items that do not need to be heated or refrigerated.  Students will not be allowed to heat lunches in the class or office.  Also, please be sure you pack any necessary eating utensils (forks, spoons, napkins, etc.)

Snacks
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We will have a working snack in the afternoon. Please provide one small, nutritious, self-serve snack for your child daily.  Please do not send in snacks that need to be refrigerated, heated or otherwise prepared by an adult.  Sugary treats are not allowed to be eaten during snack; however; feel free to send them during lunch. These are some snacks we suggest: sliced fruits/vegetables, dried fruit, pretzels, crackers, granola bars/low-sugar breakfast bars, goldfish, cheerios, cheese and crackers, etc.
Rest

During the first trimester students will have a scheduled rest time following lunch.  Rest time will consist of students putting their heads down while listening to calming music.  Please leave all rest time materials at home (i.e. stuffed animals, blankets, and pillows).  This time will slowly taper off beginning in December.  The goal is to prepare students for a full school day.  After the winter break there will no longer be a rest time.  
Birthdays 
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We know how special birthdays are for you and your child.  Please let us know ahead of time if you wish to send in a special healthy snack for the class on your child’s birthday.  Celebrations are held during snack time and should not exceed 10 minutes.  It is a school policy that all birthday treats should be a healthy snack (no cupcakes or sugary treats).  Examples include, muffins, fruit, 100% fruit juice popsicles, Go-Gurt, veggies, low sugar granola bars, cheese and crackers, etc.  We also suggest alternate ways to celebrate your child’s birthday such as: donate a book to the class library that the teacher can read to the class while they eat their snacks, etc.  Snacks are not required for birthdays. 
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Conferences 






The teacher will schedule formal conferences twice a year.  However, if there is a need for conferences at other times, they may be arranged by the parent and/or teacher.  Since you will want to focus your attention on your Kindergartener, please do not bring along his or her siblings if possible.
Volunteering 
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We will certainly be needing more volunteers as the holidays approach and we begin to put together fun projects for our classes to do. Please reach out to your teacher if you have NOT filled out the volunteer sheet given at the beginning of the year by your child’s teacher. This will let them know how you’d prefer to help. If you have any special activities or talents, hobbies, or careers that you are willing to share with our class we would love to have you visit.  All volunteers must be pre-arranged with the teacher. Please contact front office staff for more details on being a school approved volunteer and being processed for a back-ground check.  
Medications 
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Teachers will not be allowed to administer any medication to students.  If your child needs to take medication, the parent must send a signed letter indicating the medication, purpose for it, the dosage, and the times it must be taken. (Please get the correct form from the front office.) The medicine will be stored in a locked area and administered by the office staff only.
FINALLY…
Once again, we would like to take the time to say WELCOME TO KINDERGARTEN!!!  We hope the information in this booklet has been helpful in preparing you and your child for the kindergarten experience.  We GREATLY appreciate your support and anticipate a fun and successful school year! 
Keep this booklet to refer to throughout the school year.

Please sign and return this page to your teacher!
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· YES!  I have read the Kindergarten Parent/Student Handbook.

Student Name (Print): ___________________________________________

Parent Signature: ________________________________________________

Date: __________________________________________________________
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